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Synopsis

Use this one-of-a-kind practice guide and Chinese workbook together with any Chinese book or
language program, and dramatically enhance your speaking.No matter what book or course you're
using to learn Chinese, it takes a lot of practice. Here is a wealth of effective practice activities to
help polish your written Chinese. This book corresponds to Basic Written Chinese and allows you to
move from complete beginner level to basic proficiency. An included disc contains extensive audio
material, as well as (printable) flash cards. Practice Essentials includes carefully designed activities
to help solidify every aspect of your spoken Chinese skills, including: Chinese character practice
sheets. Dictation, fillA¢a -4 ceinA¢a —-a cetheA¢a —-a ceblank, dialog completion. Answering
questions, map reading, converting written style to spoken style. Identify radicals and phonetics;
punctuating sentences. Written tasks based on realia like schedule, photographs, and name cards.
Translation exercises.The corresponding MP3 audio CD includes: 64 minutes of

nativeA¢a -4 cespeaker audio. 288 printable flash cards.Together with this book, you can use the
Basic Spoken Chinese series if you want to learn fluent spoken Mandarin. About the Series:
Respected Chinese language expert Dr. Cornelius Kubler, who has taught diplomats, business
people and students, presents a learning system that uses separate but integrated "tracks" to help
you efficiently master the basics of spoken and written Chinese. The materials in Basic Spoken

Chinese allow you to move from complete beginner level to basic fluency.
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Customer Reviews

"Revolutionary in its approach A¢a —A| The dream of having engaged and fully-prepared students in



every class is an easily reachable reality for any program that adopts this series."

A¢a -a «Professor Cecilia Chang, Chair, Department of Asian Studies, Williams College"This is one
of the best elementary Chinese textbooks, | believe, ever produced in the history of teaching
Chinese as a second language A¢a -A| A great and unique work which will benefit students and
teachers for many years to come." A¢a -4 *Dr. Shengli Feng, Professor of Chinese Linguistics,
Chinese University of Hong Kong"Outstanding for its carefully graduated presentation of material
A¢a -A|and perhaps most important of all, its separation of the task of learning to speak the
language from the very different processes of learning to read and write Chinese characters

A¢a -A| The most exciting Chinese language textbook | have seen in many years." A¢a —a *Dr.
James E. Dew, retired associate professor of Chinese, Univ. of Michigan; former Director of the
Inter-University Program for Chinese Language Studies in Taipei"A breath of fresh air A¢a —A| lts
dual track for spoken and written language finally gives American students a chance to develop oral
proficiency without being slowed down by the character writing A¢a —A| An ideal textbook for any
program that seeks to advance rapidly in spoken Chinese and to fully prepare the students for their
encounter with China." A¢a -4 *Dr. Jingqi Fu, Associate Professor of Chinese, St. Mary’s College of
Maryland"Contextualized so learners know not only what to say, but why, when, and with whom it is
appropriate to use such language A¢a -4 «thorough and clear A¢a -4 « refreshing." A¢a -a *Dr.
Matthew Christensen, Associate Professor of Chinese, Brigham Young University"Kubler's books
distinguish themselves with natural, culturally-rooted dialogues, detailed notes (for both written and
spoken language), generous practice activities and an amazing care for organization. These books
will be valuable tools for both students and their teachers." A¢a -4 *Prof. Eric Pelzl, Wisconsin
Lutheran College"An ingenious introduction A¢a -4 * Basic Spoken Chinese is the finest textbook
for learning Modern Standard Mandarin that | have ever encountered." A¢a -4 <Dr. Victor H. Mair,
Professor of Chinese Language and Literature, University of Pennsylvania"The ideal material for
any committed learner embarking on the journey of learning the Chinese language." A¢a -a *Dr.

Jun Yang, Senior Lecturer in Chinese, University of Chicago

Cornelius C. Kubler, Stanfield Professor of Asian Studies at Williams College, received his B.A.,
M.A., and Ph.D. degrees in linguistics from Cornell University. He earned a second M.A. in Chinese
literature from National Taiwan University. From 1980-1991 he was employed at the Foreign
Service Institute, U.S. Department of State, where he served as Language Training Supervisor in
Mandarin, Cantonese, Japanese, and Mongolian; as Principal of the advanced Chinese field school

in Taiwan; and as Chair of the Department of Asian and African Languages. Since joining Williams



College in 1991, he has chaired the former Department of Chinese and Asian Studies Program as
well as the Department of Asian Studies, which he was instrumental in founding. He has also served
as visiting professor at Eisenhower College, Portland State University, Middlebury College, National
Taiwan Normal University, Chinese University of Hong Kong, and Wenzao Ursuline University of
Languages. Kubler, who is author or coauthor of 20 books and over 50 articles on Chinese
language pedagogy and linguistics, frequently serves as reviewer or consultant for Chinese and
Asian Studies programs in the U.S. and overseas. He has served as Chair of the Test Development
Committee for the SAT Subject Test in Chinese and as member of the Executive Committee of the
Association of Departments of Foreign Languages of the Modern Language Association. He is
currently serving as American Co-Director of The Johns Hopkins University-Nanjing University
Center for Chinese and American Studies in Nanjing, China. Jerling Guo Kubler is a graduate of the
Department of Foreign Languages and Literatures of Soochow University, Taipei. Her experience in
language education spans more than 35 years. She has taught all levels of Chinese as a
Second/Foreign Language from pre-kindergarten to university level at institutions including Williams

College, Eisenhower College and Taipei Language Institute.

| have collected almost all of the books, tapes, videos on learning CHinese. This book is a good
beginning to WRITING CHinese with a fine dvd. You will need to study meaning, grammar, etc
elsewhere/ This is not one of those silly books that tries to make you remember Hanzi from made up

pictograms.

I've looked at, and rejected, many Chinese language learning materials. | learned my spoken
Chinese with Fluenz, which rocks, but it doesn’t teach reading and writing, This book takes good
chunk sizes, and understands the importance of lots of practice. They even manage to make the
practice reasonably interesting right from the start (difficult when your vocabulary is at the level of a
dozen or so characters!). By about the fifty character mark, | was laughing at the occasional burst of
humor in their exercise samples.Note that this review really relates to the combination of Basic

Written Chinese and the Practice Essentials workbook.

Helpful

| would really recommend getting the entire bundle (Basic Spoken Chinese as well). These books

serves as a great complement for me because | am taking Chinese in school with separate



textbooks, and | love the "second opinion" these books give. It even comes with flashcards you can

print out! | definitely recommend this!!Happy Learning!

This is great, six words per lesson, and plenty of supplementary vocabulary and repetitive short
drills to build memory of the characters. This book is without question the best available, even much

better than those used in China and Taiwan.

These are the absolute BEST Chinese language textbooks on the market. Great companion
workbook to Basic Written Chinese. The author (Kubler) has created a curriculum that anyone can
learn. The CD’s work great, the textbook is easy to follow, and you'll be learning some basic written

Chinese in no time! Great purchase!

Required for daughters high school language class, good teacher, must be a good book.

Very good!
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